The Love of God in the Quran
and the Bible

An article by John Gilchrist, here:
https://answering-islam.org/Gilchrist/love.html



The Greatest
Commandment?

* Moses spoke these words before he died:

"You shall keep the commandments of the Lord
your God, by walking in his ways and by fearing
him*“ Deuteronomy 8:6

* Our Creator has aright to ask us to obey him:
“...Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is
the whole duty of man” Ecclesiastes 12:13

 Butwhatis the greatest of all God's commandments?
To believe in God? To perform duties?




The Love of God

There is a greater duty put on us than keeping God’s
laws:

"What does the Lord your God require of you, but to
fear the Lord your God, to walk in all his ways, to
love him, to serve the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul® Deuteronomy 10:12

God does not want mere duty, but a response of love
from the heart



The Love of God

To Moses, it was important that we serve God out
of love:

“You shall therefore love the Lord your God.”
Deuteronomy 11:1

“...lcommand you today, to love the Lord
your God, and to serve him with all your heart
and with all your soul,” Deuteronomy 11:13



Jesus and the Great Commandment

* AlJewish expert of the law asked Jesus a question, to test him:

"Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?" Matthew 22:36

"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment."
Matthew 22:37-38

* Love must dominate our actions



What is
Love?




|s Obedience Love?

* Obedience is a part of loving God:

“And this is love, that we walk according to his
commandments; this is the commandment, just as you
have heard from the beginning, so that you should walk in it.”
2John 6

* Does mere obedience show that we love God?
* Could be performed out of mere religious duty

* We could be serving God out of fear, pride or hope of
reward




“Love must be genuine” Romans 12:9

e Service out of fear of God's wrath
Is done to appease wrath is self-

1 motivated
1 ) LOVe 1S * Fear of punishment disqualifies
Genuine one from genuine love

“There is no fear in love, but perfect
love casts out fear. For fear has to do
with punishment, and he who fears is
not perfected in love.” 1John 4:18



2.Loveis
Expressed

 Unless deeds flow from love, it is not
love:

“Little children, let us not love in
word or speech but in deed and
truth.” 7 John 3:18

* Our love to God is expressed through
heartfelt obedience:

“He who has my commandments
and keeps them, he is it who loves
me.” John 14:21



3.Lovelis a
Response

* For us to love God, something in
God’s nature should merit it

* If we understand God’s love towards
us, then our natural response is love

* The deeper the revelation of God's
love to us, the deeper our response to
him



Example: The affections between man and bride

A bride is seeking out her beloved:

"l adjure you, O daughters of Jerusalem, if
you find my beloved, that you tell him | am
sick with love". Song of Solomon 5:8

Surprised, her companions say:

3.Lovelisa
"What is your beloved more than another
Res p O n S e beloved?" Song of Solomon 5:9

She expresses the great worth of her beloved:

"His speech is most sweet, and he is
altogether desirable. This is my beloved
and this is my friend, O daughters of
Jerusalem". Song of Solomon 5:16



4. Love lIs
the Greatest

* When God commands us to love him
with all our hearts, he is drawing on
the greatest of all virtues:

“So now faith, hope and love abide,
these three; but the greatest of
these is love” 1 Corinthians 13:13

* To elicit our greatest love towards
him, he must manifest his greatest
love towards us



5. LOve For love towards another to last, it must

be reciprocated:
Must Be
" am my beloved's, and my beloved

M Utu d l. Is mine". Song of Solomon 6:3



 Each of usin called to love God with heart,

HOW Ca n soul and mind
. * God requires our very best: genuine love
Ge n u I n e * Forusto truly love God, he must:

Love be 1. Offer forgiveness for sins

2. Firstreveal his love for us

EXpeCted ? 3. Provide a personal knowledge of his

love in our hearts






Allah’s Love Is
Transactional

"Say, [O Muhammad], "If you should love
Allah, then follow me, [so] Allah will love
you and forgive you your sins. ..." Quran
3:31, Saheeh Intl

Motivation for this love is the approval of
God, acquittal from punishment, and the
welfare / comfort of the believer

Is not selfless

Is not a love of “heart soul mind and
strength”

Does not have the best interests of its object
in mind



Allah Loves...

Attitudes

those who are mindful of him (Q.3:76,

85:14), those who trust/rely upon him

(Q.3:159), the repentant (Q.2:222), the
patient (Q.3:146), the kindly (Q.2:195,

3:148), those who are fair with friends

(Q.60:8), the just (Q.5:42, 49:9)

Deeds

those who obey and fear him (Q.3:76,
9:4, 9:7), those who follow
Muhammad (Q.3:31), the one
pious/mindful of him by fulfilling
instructions and avoiding prohibitions
(Q.9:7), those who do good (Q.2:195,
3:134, 3:148, 5:13, 5:93,19:96), those
who fight in jihad (Q.5:54, 61:4), those
who give money toward jihad
(Q.2:195), those who are stern against
the unbeliever (Q.5:54) those who
wash themselves (Q.2:222, 9:108)




Allah Loves Not...

Belief

disbelievers/deniers of him or his
messengers (Q.3:32, 30:45), the
ungrateful wrongdoer / stubborn
disbeliever (Q.2:276), Jews and
Christians (Q.5:18), friends of
disbelievers (Q.3:28, 5:51)

Attitudes

the treacherous, ungrateful / thankless,
the traitors (Q.8:58, 22:38), arrogant /
prideful / conceited / boastful
(Q.16:23, 28:76, 31:18, 57:23), the
exulting in riches (Q.28:76)

Deeds

transgressors (Q.5:87, 7:55), persistent
sinners and betrayers of trust (Q.4:107),
evil doers/wrongdoers/unjust
(Q.3:57,3:140, 42:40), those who
exceed limits (Q.2:190, 5:87, 6:141,
7:31), those who cause
corruption/mischief in the land
(Q.2:205, 5:64, 28:77), the extravagant
going beyond limits (Q.6:141)




* The Muslim is not assured that all sins will
be forgiven

* Forgiveness happens at the end of life, as
reward for service to God

 Canonlydie hoping of God's mercy

Even’ the closest "to Allah’ of those
La C k Of Ete I'N a l invoked would be seeking a way to their
Lord, hoping for His mercy, and fearing

ASSU France His punishment. Indeed, your Lord’s

torment is fearsome. Quran 17:57, Clear
Quran

* This lack of security creates a need to strive
for God’s approval

* Without assurance of being forgiven,
genuine love is not possible



“Spend in the cause of Allah and do not
let your own hands throw you into
destruction "by withholding'. And do
good, for Allah certainly loves the good-
doers.” Quran 2:195, Clear Quran

Not Love but
* “Loves” could easily be translated
Ap p rOva l. "approves of" without a change of meaning

* Allah loves those who do good
* Allah approves of those who do good

 Thisis insufficient to awaken a heartfelt love
towards God



e Says little about expression of Allah’s love
for mankind

* Appealsto whatisvisible in nature as a
proof of Allah's character
 Butthenitis nature that reveals God’s

HOW |S Allah’s goodness, not the Quran

* Reveals nothing about the depth of Allah’s
Love Expressed? ove i

* No great act of love which could evoke a
heartfelt love in us

* No definite act of love to express his
heart towards us

* No depth of affection towards us



Allah’s Love is
Unfeeling

 Allah’s love lacks sentiment:

“He forgives whom he wills and punishes
whom he wills” Quran 5:18

"Verily Allah created Adam and then
rubbed his back with His right hand and
took out a progeny from him and said: |
created these for Paradise and with the
actions of the inmates of Paradise which
they will do. Afterwards he rubbed his
back with His hand and took out a progeny
from him and said: | created these for Hell
and with the actions of the inmates of Hell
which they will do". Mishkat al-Masabih,
Vol.3, p.107



* Allahis called the "Loving One" (al-
Wadud):

So seek your Lord’s forgiveness and turn
to Him in repentance. Surely my Lord is

) " ost Merciful, All-Loving.” Quran 11:90,
Allah s.Love IS Most Merciful, Al-Loving.” Quran 11:90
Unfeeling

And He is the All-Forgiving, All-Loving
Quran 85:14, Khattab

* al-Wadud does not carry the depth
of love of the God of the Bible



Allah’s Love is Unfeeling

* Islam’s great philosopher Al Ghazali (c.1056 -1111) argued that al-
Wadud is a lesser love

* He explained that Allah’s love is solely objective acts of kindness and
expressions of approval, without feeling or sentiment:

"He remains above the feeling of love." Al-Maqgsad Al-Asna, p.91

"Love and mercy are desired in respect of their objects only for the
sake of their fruit and benefit and not because of empathy or
feeling.* Al-Maqgsad Al-Asna, p.91

* If love is the greatest of all virtues, anyone not feeling love in his heart
is lacking



The
Fatherhood
Love of God




Father versus Judge

Will show us mercy

Brought before to be tried and condemned

We can expect discipline or correction

Forgiveness characterizes the relationship

-at

-at

—ather

Judge

ner

ner



Son versus Servant

Always a member of the household

Can be dismissed at any time

Must earn his place

Freedom to

An heirto in

ive in his father’s house

neritance

Son
Servant
Servant

Son

Son



e A stark feature of the Bible: God as
adoptive Father

The "See what love the Father has given
us, that we should be called

FatherhOOd children of God; and so we are". 1
John 3:1

Love of God o

* Not God having offspring, but a
personal relationship



Through Fatherly Love, the Christian...

1. Is a child of God "We are children of God,
] ) , and if children, then heirs,
2. Has a permanent place in his Father’s heirs of God and fellow
Kingdom heirs with Christ“ Romans
8:17
3. Is setfree from fear of God’s wrath and
assured of heaven
4. Can place all trust in God, knowing that
the relationship won’t be broken
5. Won’tdread Judgment Day but see itas a "The Father himself

day of glory loves you“ John 16:27



Allah is not a father:

And they say, “The Most Merciful has
taken [for Himself] a son.” You have done

FatherhOOd In an atrocious thing. The heavens almost

rupture therefrom and the earth splits
the Qura n? open and the mountains collapse in
devastation. That they attribute to the
Most Merciful a son. And itis not
appropriate for the Most Merciful that
He should take a son. Quran 719:88-92,
Saheeh Intl



* Not in any sense

There is no one in the heavens and
FatherhOOd in earth but that he comes to the
Most Merciful as a servant. Quran
the Quran? 19:93, Saheeh Intl

* Fatherhood is totally denied



God’s Love in
Jesus




God's Love
INn Jesus

* The greatest expression of God’s love:

"Beloved, let us love one another; for love is of
God, and he who loves is born of God and knows
God. He who does not love does not know God, for
God is love. In this the love of God was made
manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into
the world, so that we might live through him. In this
is love, not that we loved God but that he loved
us and sent his Son to be the expiation for our
sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to
love one another. No man has ever seen God; if we
love one another, God abides in us and his love is
perfected in us“ 71 John4:7-11

* Love exists in the very nature of God



“Give His
Only Son”

* Abraham was commanded to give his
only son

... By myself | have sworn, declares the
Lord, because you have done this and
have not withheld your son, your only son,
Genesis 22:16

* Aman’s child is dearest to his father's
heart

* If Abraham would give his son for
God, would he not give him all things?



* Thisis God's love for humanity

"He who did not spare his own Son but gave
him up for us all, will he not also give us all

€6 . . things with him?" Romans 8:32
Give His

b4 « Abraham gave his son by command, but God
O n l-y SO n gave his son freely:

"For God so loved the world that he gave his
only Son, that whoever believes in him should
not perish but have eternal life". John 3:16



God's Love
INn Jesus

“God shows his love for us in that while we
were yet sinners Christ died for us” Romans
5:8

“Greater love has no man than this, that a man
lay down his life for his friends” John 15:13

“When Jesus knew that his hour had come to
depart out of this world to the Father, having
loved his own who were in the world, he loved
them to the end” John 13:1

“I have loved you with an everlasting love”
Jeremiah 31:3



Jesus revealed God’s glory and goodness
"He who has seen me has seen the Father."
John 14:9

Jesus even prayed on the cross for his enemies:

| "Father, forgive them; for they know not what
GOd S LOve they do". Luke 23:34

i n JeS u S Jesus commanded his disciples pass on his love
"A new commandment | give to you; that you

love one another; even as | have loved you,

that you also love one another". John 13:34

People saw Jesus’ love
"See how he loved him!" John 11:36



Conclusion

* To fulfill the greatest commandment and love God with all heart, soul, mind
and strength, we need to find some goodness in God to respond to

* Yahweh, the God of the Bible, did this
* saving us when we had nothing to give
» offering intimate sonship
» offering eternal security

* Allah’s love is transactional and lacks the relational depth of Yahweh
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