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1.	  The	  Need	  to	  Establish	  Personal	  Contacts.	  	  

 Muslims are unlikely to become your brethren until they first become your friends. True friendship is 
one of the strongest bonds in this world and where Christians are able to build and develop such friendships 
with Muslims, they simultaneously lay the strongest possible foundation for an effective witness to God’s grace 
in Jesus Christ. This means that it is imperative that we should seek to establish personal contacts with Muslims, 
praying to God to create opportunities, and to cultivate these until solid personal relationships grow between us 
and them. In recent years the need for a sustained ministry of friendship evangelism among Muslims has been 
noted by missionaries who have had many years of experience in reaching Muslims with the Gospel. One 
comments:  

The influence of a close friend can be very significant. Peer pressure is a powerful stimulant to 
change. Frequently friendship is the first step toward winning someone to Christ. The Muslim 
becomes attracted to Christianity through the life and witness of a person who is willing to take 
the time and effort to cultivate friendships. (Parshall, The Fortress and the Fire, p. 104).  

Professor George W. Peters made a similar observation when presenting a paper entitled “An Overview of 
Missions to Muslims” at the North American Conference for Muslim Evangelisation in 1978. Speaking of well-
known missionaries like French, Goodsell and Zwemer, he said:  

They were masters in developing personal friendships and in personal dialogue lovingly and 
tactfully presented the gospel of Jesus Christ to individuals or small groups. (McCurry, The 
Gospel and Islam, p. 393).  

 Doors are opening all around us in the West to make contact with Muslims and develop these into lasting 
friendships. I have often been made acutely aware of the host of opportunities that do exist when I have spoken to 
Christian groups on this subject. Again and again, either during a short question time directly after my talk or 
during a period of informal discussion over a cup of tea afterwards, Christian folk have mentioned the contacts 
that they have made without even intending to specifically reach Muslims with the Gospel. I have already 
mentioned a few of these but can go much further.  

 Some Christian women regularly shop for materials at Muslim shopping centers and get to know the 
Muslim women employed there. Others find themselves working side-by-side with Muslims in banks, offices 
and stores. Many have Muslim landlords or tenants. These social contacts provide God-given opportunities to 
develop friendships and relationships, not just casual acquaintances, but real, genuine friendships where 
Christians can show their true character and the meaning of the knowledge of Jesus Christ in their lives. In this 
way the Christian gets to know the Muslim as a person and with this knowledge will come an appreciation of 
the Muslim’s problems, hopes, frustrations, interests, joys and sorrows. When this experience develops into a 
sympathetic attitude towards the Muslim’s needs, a willingness to share his fears and expectations, and an open 
desire to rejoice with him in his joys and feel with him when he suffers, the Muslim will begin to know what 
true Christianity is and what really motivates the Christian believer. It need hardly be added that this is one of 
the most important steps on the road to leading him to the knowledge of the source of genuine Christian love - 
the Lord Jesus Christ himself.  

First of all, to influence Muslims one must know them. If we are in personal touch with them, we 
must remember that they are people like us, with their joys and sorrows, their burdens and 
anxieties, their fears and their hopes, their failures and their sins. We should seek to know them 



so well that they will trust us, and will open their hearts and tell us their deepest needs. (Miller, A 
Christian’s Response to Islam, p. 131).  

The way to the soul of a man is through his heart. Kindness, care, interest in the person as an 
individual opens his or her heart. Then, when a genuine confidence has been built up, getting 
across eternal thoughts becomes natural. Therefore the best way of reaching the Muslim is the 
same as reaching any other man: through personal contact. (Nehls, The Great Commission, You 
and the Muslim, p. 25).  

 These two quotations, which both express very positively the need for the development of personal 
relationships with Muslims, also allude to another of the great reasons why we need to emphasize friendship 
evangelism as the ideal form of reaching the adherents of Islam with the Gospel. The establishment of mutual 
trust and confidence between Christians and Muslims is one of the vital factors affecting this field of 
evangelism. A brief survey of the history of Christian Muslim relationships over the centuries will soon reveal 
why this is so.  

2.	  Building	  Confidence	  in	  Muslim	  Hearts.	  	  

 The Crusades, the Spanish Inquisition, and the almost total colonization of the Muslim world in 
later centuries, have all left their mark on Muslim attitudes towards Christianity. The recent revolution in 
Iran was a reminder of how deep Muslim suspicions about the Christian world are to this day. Rightly or 
wrongly, the “Christian” West is perceived as bent on exploiting the “oppressed” Muslim countries of the 
world. Whatever the West does is automatically identified as the action of the Christian world. It does not 
occur to the Muslim to distinguish between the Christian Church and the Western world. Because the 
countries of North Africa, the Middle East and the western parts of Asia are almost exclusively Islamic, 
the Muslims view these regions as dar-al-Islam, the world of Islam. The European and American nations 
are, accordingly, in turn identified as the “Christian” world, simply because these regions have always 
been dominated by the Christian faith and represent the heritage of Christendom. Needless to say, gross 
misunderstandings arise in the minds of the Muslims as a result of such an over-simplistic world view.  

The simple fact is that a bitterness grew up between Christians and Muslims, which as we have 
seen, persists even to the present time in many quarters. It has nurtured hatred and strife. It has 
created mistrust and suspicion. It has built walls of misunderstanding. (Dretke, A Christian 
Approach to Muslims, p. 43).  

 It does not help to moralize about this matter, nor to point to the equally censurable ills in the Islamic 
world, both historical and present. It is not our duty to prove points, justify Christian history, or defend our 
heritage. Our real duty is to win Muslims to the love of God and the grace that has been revealed to us in Jesus 
Christ. “What matters is not that men have thought ill of Christianity but that they have forfeited the Christ” 
(Cragg, The Call of the Minaret, p. 248). It is therefore incumbent on us to do all we can to remove the barriers 
between us.  

 We must begin with a desire to overcome the prejudices that are rooted in centuries of misunderstanding. 
Until the great missionary movement stretched its hand out towards the Muslim world in love in the last century, it 
was customary for Christians and Muslims only to meet on the battlefield. A more inappropriate setting for a 
Christian meeting with men of other faiths can hardly be imagined. In patience and understanding, the proper 



objective and purpose of the Christian approach to Islam can only be the expression of the benefits we have received 
through our faith in Jesus Christ so that Muslims, too, may become “partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through 
the Gospel” (Ephesians 3:6). Your motive as a Christian witness of the grace of God as it is revealed in his Son must 
be “that the sharing of your faith may promote the knowledge of all the good that is ours in Christ” (Philemon 1:6).  

No Christian thought about Islam, then, can properly start with a querulous complaining over 
suspicion and ill-will. It must resolve to surmount prejudice wherever found and brace itself to 
correct error, restrain bitterness, and dissipate antagonism. (Cragg, The Call of the Minaret, p. 
188).  

 This requires much patience and longsuffering but, as these are two of the positive fruits of the Spirit 
(Galatians 5:22), we can expect them to produce results. What is needed, primarily, is a desire to win Muslim 
confidence - to build up a spirit of mutual trust and a bond of true friendship. This is why it is so important 
that we endeavor to build lasting relationships with Muslims we hope to win to Jesus Christ. It matters not 
whether their prejudices are warranted or not, what does matter is that we remove them by giving proof that 
our real motive is to build others up and benefit them, not to exploit or to dominate. Once Muslim confidence 
is earned and established, the Christian will find it much easier to share the truths of the Gospel. There is no 
more appropriate background against which to declare the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ than genuine love 
and trust.  

It is not hard to enter into dialogue with a Muslim. Once he places his trust in you, you may find 
him to be a very expressive person for whom talking and debating comes easily. (Register, 
Dialogue and Interfaith Witness with Muslims, p. 17).  

 Friendship evangelism among Muslims is, on reflection, surely the most suitable form of ministry we 
can pursue and the one most likely to be effective. It takes in the whole man and meets him in all his needs. It 
should be added that friendships must be aimed at purely for their own sake and to benefit our Muslim contacts. 
It is not imperative that we should always be witnessing and it is quite wrong to make the pursuit of such 
friendships conditional upon conversion. We need to aim at pure friendships, based solely on a desire to express 
the love of Jesus as we have come to experience it. Just as it is paradoxically true that it is only he who is 
prepared to lose his life who will find it (Luke 9:24), so it is also true that confidence and trust, which often lead 
to conversion, are most likely to arise when we are motivated by nothing else than a desire to do good and show 
sincere, uninhibited affection towards the Muslims we meet.  

 Muhammad himself was not unaware of the likelihood that Christian-Muslim friendships might lead to 
conversions to Christianity and he, most unfortunately in our view, warned against this very thing in the Qur’an, 
saying:  

O ye who believe! Take not the Jews and the Christians for your friends and protectors: they are 
but friends and protectors to each other. And he amongst you that turns to them (for friendship) 
is of them. Verily God guideth not a people unjust. Surah 5:51  

 The caution against developing friendships with Christians is also attributed to Muhammad in another 
source: “The Muslim is warned in a tradition from the Prophet, which all, I believe, accept as genuine, not to be on 
terms of friendship with any unbeliever” (MacDonald, Aspects of Islam, p. 273). Christians must therefore expect 
to find official opposition and efforts to dissuade responsive Muslims from becoming too closely involved in 



friendships with Christians. In turn, however, the Christian may well appeal to the Qur’an itself in another verse 
from the very same Surah which says:  

...And nearest among them in love to the believers wilt thou find those who say, “We are 
Christians”: Because amongst these are men devoted to learning and men who have renounced 
the world, and they are not arrogant. Surah 5:82  

 I have often found that Muslims, who speak against the development of friendships with Christians, 
have no answer to make and are compelled to reflect when a Christian replies that it is strange that the Qur’an 
should, in one place, commend Christians as those most likely to warm towards Muslims in love and friendship, 
while in another place it forbids Muslims to do likewise. In any event many Muslims are only too willing to 
establish close friendships with Christians they feel they can trust.  

 It is also important to consider seriously the whole foundation of the kind of Christian love that 
Muhammad speaks of in the Qur’an and which he must have experienced. Christians should indeed be “nearest 
in love” to all men because they have an example that transcends all others - God’s unsearchable love in giving 
his Son that we may be redeemed. “By this”, Jesus said, “all men will know that you are my disciples, if you 
have love for one another” (John 13:35). When Muslims experience such love they will be all the more willing 
to share their lives with us and grow in confidence and trust towards us.  

 Some years ago a close Muslim friend of mine knocked on my door one evening. He had come for help 
because his marriage was coming unstuck. Although there are many thousands of Muslims in my home town he 
said “I have come to you because you are the only person I know who can help me”. I was deeply encouraged 
by this gesture of confidence and trust. When we learn to so love Muslims that they sense there is a greater 
depth of compassion and sincerity in us than in all other men (solely because “God’s love has been poured into 
our hearts through the Holy Spirit which has been given to us” - Romans 5:5), we will begin to communicate. A 
local Muslim magazine once commented that when you see Christians visiting the sick, consoling them, praying 
with them, and caring for their needs, then know that they are getting through to the people! We need to seek 
every possible opportunity to express genuine Christian love towards the Muslims we meet.  

 There is a deep need to overcome the instinctive suspiciousness that characterizes Muslim attitudes towards 
Christians: By sincerely pursuing friendships and establishing relationships this barrier can be overcome. Muslim 
confidence and trust will be won and our witness for Jesus will carry more weight.  



 

3.	  Practical	  Methods	  of	  Developing	  Personal	  Relationships.	  	  

 One or two practical hints and suggestions, in conclusion, appear to be appropriate. The need for 
developing open family friendships has been recognized by virtually all who work among Muslims. The family 
unit is one of the most cherished values in the Muslim world and, wherever possible, Christians should seek to 
befriend whole families and involve their own spouses and children in the family-to-family friendship. In such a 
way lasting relationships develop where true friendships are best established.  

 Hospitality is, likewise, a most important factor here. Muslims are given to hospitality and Christians 
should welcome invitations to share meals with them. There need also be no scruples on the part of Christians in 
sitting at table with Muslims. I have often been approached by Christians who believe we should object to 
halaal symbols appearing on poultry, margarine, etc., in our supermarkets, fearing lest we be in some way 
affected by Muslim practices. I believe there is no need for such reactions. We are a free people, delivered from 
scruples about food and drink (Colossians 2:20-22), and have clear exhortations in the Word of God to be quite 
open in this matter. Jesus Christ himself encouraged his disciples, whenever they were well received, to “eat 
what is set before you” (Luke 10:8) and the Apostle Paul directed:  

If one of the unbelievers invites you to dinner and you are disposed to go, eat whatever is set 
before you without raising any question on the ground of conscience. 1 Corinthians 10:27  

 Christians likewise must be willing to invite Muslims to their homes in return. Few Muslims will object 
when a Christian says grace before a meal begins as this is common in Islam as well. Likewise, when Christians 
are careful to find out in advance which foods are acceptable to Muslims and which are not, and make it clear they 
wish to respect Muslim scruples, Muslims are soon put at ease. “Make a point of learning the acceptable social 
norms of the Muslim lest he or she misunderstand your intentions” (Register, Dialogue and Interfaith Witness 
with Muslims, p. 23). Christian liberty is so extensive that we are not only free to eat and drink whatever we 
choose, but also to refrain from eating in circumstances where we might injure others who still have scruples 
about foods, even though such things neither commend men to God nor condemn them (Romans 14:20-21, 1 

Corinthians 8:8-9). The Qur’an plainly states that the food of the Christians is acceptable to Muslims:  

 Friendship evangelism is one of the most successful methods of evangelism to Muslims, however, it is not the 
ONLY way. Each of us has a limited number of friends and contacts we can keep up with on a regular basis because 
of family, work, and time constraints. It is possible using the freedoms of the West and the internet to reach out in-
mass to thousands or millions of Muslims at once. It is not wise use of your scarce resources to solely focus on one or 
two Muslims when you can reach. Ministry to Muslims distributes Gospel materials at Arabic festivals, door-to-door, 
and mosques regularly. There are many effective evangelists who share the Gospel on YouTube, Facebook, chat 
rooms, and other websites that reach thousands of millions of Muslims each day. These outreaches are effective 
methods to begin the dialogue or give Muslims an opportunity to hear the Gospel correctly and fully for the first time. 
Friendship evangelism is a great vehicle to share the Gospel with Muslims and to truly disciple them once they have 
come to the Lord. However, there is a danger with friendship evangelism which sometimes exalts the friendship 
above sharing the Gospel. Friendship with Muslims should be unconditional, but if one begins to value the friendship 
to the point he or she is afraid to even speak of the Lord or live his or her faith fully in front of the Muslim, this is not 
from God. If you find yourself in that situation, pray and seek the Lord and ask Him to give you boldness and wisdom 
so that you can share the Gospel lovingly and clearly as the Holy Spirit leads you.  



The food of the People of the Book is lawful unto you and yours is lawful unto them. Surah 5:5  

 In the Qur’an Christians and Jews are commonly called “the People of the Book” (ahl al Kitab or, as 
here and elsewhere, allaziina uwtul Kitab - “those given the Scripture”) and the text quoted opens the door for 
Christians to show open hospitality to Muslims. Indeed we cannot but emphasize yet again our conviction that 
Muslims are most likely to be won to Jesus Christ, discover eternal life, and reap the benefits of all the blessings 
God would bestow on them, when they are befriended by Christians and experience true Christianity in action.  

Not a few Muslims have more readily discovered Christ in the home and family, even on the 
tennis court and wayside, than beside the pulpit or the platform. How important it is to invite the 
Muslim as such with no reservations into some active piece of Christian enterprise, some co-
operative scheme of rural welfare or human service in which he may discover the impulse of the 
love of Christ. (Cragg, The Call of the Minaret, p. 330).  

 Muslims need to experience the warmth of true Christian friendship and fellowship. The development of 
personal relationships will soon be found to be one of the vital ingredients in effective evangelism among the sons 
of Islam. This is a way that hardly requires the expertise of the trained missionary - it is laid open before all 
Christians of whatever standing who come to know Muslims and discover opportunities to establish contacts and 
long-lasting friendships The Church has yet to see what can be achieved when Christians go out of their way to 
share the love of Jesus Christ with others on a friend-to-friend basis.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



YOU ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD  

1.	  The	  Biblical	  Importance	  of	  Bearing	  the	  Image	  of	  Jesus.	  	  

 Muslims often say that the first thing God created was the nur Muhammad, the “light of Muhammad”, 
and that he set it in the celestial places. There is no Qur’anic foundation for this belief and it is typical of those 
embellishments around the personality of Muhammad with which later Islam abounds and by which the image 
of the Prophet of Islam has been transformed and exalted into an ideal out of all proportion to the original.  

 Jesus Christ, however, right from the beginning, revealed himself as the Lord of all glory and it appears 
impossible to bestow on him more honor than is his by right. On numerous occasions he assumed titles which 
typified his glorious person and work, and on one such occasion he said:  

“I am the light of the world; he who follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light 
of life”. John 8:12  

 Anaa Huwa Nur al Aalam - “I am the Light of the World” - are the words of Jesus as translated into 
Arabic. He alone is the Nur of the whole universe, the “true light that enlightens every man” who came into the 
world (John l:9). The duty of every true Christian is to make this light known, to manifest the fullness of His 
brightness before all men so that they might behold his glory and believe in Him for eternal life. If this was all 
there was to a Christian’s testimony, the matter could be left there, but it is abundantly clear from the Scriptures 
that there is more to a Christian’s witness than just the proclamation of the Gospel by word of mouth. In his 
great Sermon on the Mount Jesus declared to all his disciples:  

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid. Nor do men light a lamp and 
put it under a bushel, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven”. 
Matthew 5:14-16.  

 “You are the light of the world - let your light shine”, Jesus proclaimed. Every true Christian is 
called not only to speak of the wondrous saving work of Jesus Christ, but also to manifest the fruit of that 
salvation in his own life. If Muslims are to become believers in Jesus Christ as the Savior of the world, 
they must see in us a degree of honesty, purity love, patience and goodness far surpassing that which they 
see among themselves. The Christian’s character must so reveal the image of the holy personality of Jesus 
Christ that Muslims are compelled to behold its beauties and to reconsider. The Apostle Paul urged much 
the same thing upon all true Christians as well:  

For once you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk as children of light (for the 
fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), and try to learn what is pleasing to 
the Lord. Ephesians 5:8-10.  

  

 

 

 



In many other New Testament books one finds similar exhortations: “Only let your manner of life be worthy of 
the Gospel of Christ” is the appeal of the apostle in another epistle (Philippians 1:27), and he goes on to say:  

Do all things without grumbling or questioning, that you may be blameless and innocent, 
children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among 
whom you shine as lights in the world. Philippians 2:14-15.  

 There is no religion in the world which sets before its followers such a high standard of holiness and true 
godliness as Christianity does, and the manifestation of this reflection of the image of Jesus who was 
“designated Son of God in power by the spirit of holiness” (Romans 1:4) is an integral part of effective 
Christian witness. Only those who are born of the Holy Spirit can truly reveal the holy character of God in their 
lives.  

 It is encouraging to note that in the New Testament virtually all ritual, ceremony and form is stripped 
from the Christian faith. No form of dress is laid down to identify a true Christian, no rites and ceremonies are 
prescribed for worship, and no daily exercises and formal routines of personal pietism are prescribed. All these 
have been pushed aside in the pursuit of a far greater goal - the possession of the Spirit of Christ and the 
attendant manifestation of that Spirit in the holy, loving, patient and pure character of the believer. Recently we 
used to see an advertisement on television in this country where a certain television set was being promoted, the 
key feature being the employment of a microchip computer in place of the old assortment of valves, wires, etc. 
A whole batch of these lay upon the table in front of the speaker who, holding the microchip in his hand, said 
“This (the microchip) does away with all this (the valves, etc.)”, at the same time brushing them all casually off 
the table. Every time I saw that advertisement I thought of Jesus Christ and his perfect character. It is so equally 
true to say that “this” (that is, the possession, development and manifestation of all his holy attributes) does 
away with all “this” (that is, rites, ceremonies, pilgrimages, prescribed times and forms of prayer, identifying 
dress, beards trimmed to proper length, headdress, ablutions, pietistic routines and the like).  

 The revelation of Jesus Christ, who is the image of the invisible God (Colossians 1:15), and the experience 
of His grace and holy attributes, is set forth in the New Testament as the sole means by which a true Christian 
should be identified. It is evidently true to say that if adherents of other religions and even members of our own 
traditional churches had such a consciousness of the revealed glory of God as we have in Jesus Christ, they too 
would abandon all other religious rites and forms in pursuit of the ideal. When once the “pearl of great price” is 
discovered, all else should surely be forsaken to obtain it (Matthew 13:46).  

 True Christians, born of the Holy Spirit, are the light of the world. The finest documentation behind the 
Christian’s testimony is the development of the virtues and beauties of the character of the Son of God in his 
soul. “Let the beauty of Jesus be seen in me, all his wondrous compassion and purity”, is the key verse of a 
well-known chorus and one which well expresses the ideal. When others can see the excellences of his character 
being revealed in our souls and lives, they will begin to be attracted to the one of whom we speak.  

	  

	  

	  



2.	  The	  Life	  Testimony	  in	  Christian	  Witness	  to	  Muslims.	  	  

 The need of a consistent life witness has been noted by many who have worked among Muslims. One 
says:  

The Muslim will be impressed with your words only if he experiences your genuine friendship 
and sees you living a consistent moral life. Your Christian testimony must be matched by your 
lifestyle. (Register, Dialogue and Interfaith Witness with Muslims, p. 21).  

It is the common experience of all missionaries in this field that theological discussions and debate cannot, by 
themselves, bring persuasion to Muslim hearts. Indeed an approach which seeks purely to convince Muslims 
of the truth of Christianity by a process of reasoning and, at times, argument, is likely to be fruitless. There 
must be a witness, both by expression and by a lifestyle experience behind it, to the living efficacy of the 
Gospel and the transforming power that Jesus Christ brings to Christian lives. It is not my intention to 
disregard discussion and debate - I believe they have a vital function in Christian witness to Muslims and will 
say more of their purpose later. At this stage, however, it is my intention to emphasize that such methods, by 
themselves, without the living power of Christ being manifested in our lives and witness, cannot avail to 
persuade Muslims to become followers of Jesus Christ. Another writer, speaking from experience makes the 
same point:  

The Muslim will not often be converted through anything except the attractive perfection and 
love of the person of Jesus Christ. In our witness with Muslims we must talk much of Jesus, 
resisting all pressures to engage in mere theological debate . . . He alone saves, redeems and 
gives new life. In him alone are to be found all the glories of the Christian life and faith. He 
alone will satisfy the heartaches of mankind and in our evangelism we shall find that only he can 
attract men like a magnet with the sheer beauty of his person and utter holiness of his nature. 
(Goldsmith, Islam and Christian Witness, p. 85).  

 We need to seek a happy balance at this point, for it is equally true to say that a purely subjective 
approach will prove equally inadequate to bring about a real work of regeneration among Muslims. If we 
endeavor to avoid all theological discussion, apologetics and the like, and hope to influence purely 
through testimonies of what Jesus means to us, we will, in the long term, find ourselves brushed aside as 
religious enthusiasts with much emotional fervor, but little else. There is a fundamental need for a well-
balanced witness which shines brightly, with the experience of Jesus Christ in our lives, which is grounded 
in sound theology, and which can defend itself and withstand all critical analyses of its heritage. A 
comprehensive witness is thus needed.  

 In this section, however, I am concerned to strongly underline the need of a genuine Christian 
experience in our lives, a consistent daily walk, and a convincing testimony to the transforming effect of the 
power of our Savior in our hearts and lives.  

Muslims will always listen to a testimony of God’s dealings with an individual. It is something 
they cannot contest or refute, especially when it is backed up by a pure, consistent life. (Marsh, 
Share your Faith with a Muslim, p. 17).  



 The same author makes this whole point very concisely and succinctly when he goes on to say: 
“Christianity is not merely a religious message which they must believe, but a life to be received in the person 
of the Lord Jesus” (Marsh, Share your Faith with a Muslim, p. 72).  

 We advocate friendship evangelism as the ideal form of evangelism among Westernized Muslims 
because it comprehensively takes in all these factors. We have already discussed the need of establishing 
personal relationships and of developing confidence in the hearts of Muslims towards us. We have also shown 
that a regular witness to the living power of the Gospel life, backed by a consistent manifestation in our daily 
Christian walk, is another vital factor in the successful prosecution of this chosen method of evangelism. But 
there is still more.  

 There is one major facet of true Christian faith that must be added to the factors we have considered, and 
it is the outward expression of selfless love towards Muslims. This is ultimately the greatest of all Christian 
virtues and the one most likely to make a lasting impact on Muslims. Let us proceed to briefly examine how our 
whole witness, in the context of friendship evangelism, can and must be strengthened by a readiness to offer 
whatever help we can to assist Muslims in their needs, fears, and moments of trial and suffering. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PRACTICAL CARE FOR MUSLIM PROBLEMS  

1.	  The	  Example	  of	  the	  Lord	  Jesus	  Christ.	  	  

 Nothing gains the heart and confidence of a Muslim like true love put into practice. Among the many 
things that make up true friendship evangelism, none is more vital or important than selfless love from the heart. If 
we are to truly give Muslims a foretaste of the kingdom of God, we must act towards them charitably, unselfishly, 
and with a caring spirit. We have an excellent example of precisely what such a ministry of love and care entails 
in these words from a well-known prophetic text:  

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good tidings 
to the afflicted; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, 
and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to grant to those who mourn in 
Zion, to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle 
of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of 
the Lord, that he may be glorified. Isaiah 61:1-3.  

 Right at the very beginning of His course, Jesus Christ, given the opportunity to read from the scriptures 
one Sabbath day, deliberately found the place where these words were written and, after reading the first few 
lines, declared “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 4:21). He had come, anointed by 
the Spirit of God, to perform the very mercies spoken of in the heart-warming words he had just read. His 
purpose was not only to preach and teach, it was also to liberate and set free those who were in bondage to heal 
the sick, to comfort the downcast, to uplift the depressed, and to give hope of the coming day of redemption. 
“He went about doing good and healing all that were oppressed by the devil” (Acts 10:38) is a definition of His 
purpose and work that perfectly describes His course.  

 The Christian’s first objective must be “to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge” 
(Ephesians 3:19), and to share that love in practice so that others might be built up and delivered and be drawn to 
the source of their eternal salvation. Nowhere is this principle more relevant to Christian ministry than in personal 
evangelism among Muslims. Charles Marsh was a missionary among Muslims in Algeria for many decades and 
his whole life was devoted to caring for the sick, helping the poor, lifting up the oppressed, and declaring God’s 
grace in Jesus Christ. He speaks from rich personal experience when he says:  

The next most important point to keep in mind is that the Muslim responds to love. He must feel 
that we really care for him as a man, that we love him and have a genuine concern for him, and 
not only for his soul. In nearly every case of conversion of a Muslim, he has first been influenced 
by genuine love. (Marsh, Share your Faith with a Muslim, p. 13).  

 By that same experience he could also say of Muslims: “They respond to love, real unaffected love. 
They know at once those who are transparently sincere in their love for God and for them” (Marsh, Share your 
Faith with a Muslim, p. 80).  

 It has often been said that Satan can imitate anything in the Christian faith except heartfelt, selfless love. 
As the Christian alone can believe that all his sins are already forgiven and that no self-righteousness of his own 
can ever merit favor with God, he is free to selflessly give himself over to showing the love of Christ in his life 



by helping others wherever he can. He does not have to find approval with God - he has it from the day he first 
truly became a follower of Jesus - and so he alone can devote himself to a life of service to others with no other 
motive than expressing the greatest of all virtues - genuine love from the heart.  

 A brief perusal of a number of passages in Matthew’s Gospel will show just how deeply this principle 
was worked out to the full in Jesus’ own ministry. We begin with the following description of His service to 
mankind:  

And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and preaching the 
gospel of the kingdom, and healing every disease and every infirmity. Matthew 9:35  

 Jesus thus not only went about proclaiming the kingdom of God but also set about healing diseases. 
He complemented His preaching ministry with a sustained exercise of renewing love towards all that He 
met who suffered any kind of weakness or defect. It was thus a twofold ministry - “preaching the gospel” 
and “healing every disease and every infirmity”. No form of Christian evangelism can therefore be truly 
comprehensive unless it includes both these services. The witness of the Gospel must be accompanied by 
dedicated, selfless acts of love towards those we seek to win to Jesus Christ. Just as He showed love 
towards all He met without distinction, so we must be willing to act in love towards all Muslims, rich or 
poor, pleasant or overbearing, friendly or arrogant, amenable or antagonistic. Such genuine love, when it 
shows itself in a kindly disposition in the Christian or in his willingness to help the Muslim whatever his 
need, can only make an impact.  

When converts are asked what first drew them to Christ it often appears that the means most 
used of God has been the Christlike love of Christians. This love is not an emotional attraction, 
for the people we are to love often are, but may not always be, lovable. It is the kind of love 
described in the thirteenth chapter of First Corinthians, the kind of love revealed in Christ on the 
cross. It is love that is ready to give life not only for friends but also for enemies. (Miller, A 
Christian’s Response to Islam, p. 134)  

Perhaps our greatest need is to pray that the Holy Spirit will give us [H]is gift of love for our 
Muslim neighbors. Love will always find a way to express itself. Real love is wonderfully 
attractive and the Muslim will be touched by it. (Goldsmith, Islam and Christian Witness, p. 
112).  

 Jesus himself gave a further typical summary of the character of his ministry when disciples of John the 
Baptist came to inquire whether He really was the Messiah. He said:  

“Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers 
are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the poor have good news preached 
to them. And blessed is he who takes no offence at me”. Matthew 11:4-6.  

 Once again he defined the two fundamental characteristics of his ministry - the preaching of the 
Gospel and a practical ministry aimed at building up those who were needy and meeting them directly in their 
needs. This is what true friendship evangelism among Muslims really means. We cannot hope to rely solely 
on the witness we give, we must back it up and endorse it through acts of love in caring for Muslim problems 
and needs. A very beautiful passage in the Gospel we are quoting from shows yet again just how deeply the 
practical ministry of Jesus in meeting people in their needs had the effect of bringing them to an 
acknowledgment of the divine origin of His ministry:  



And Jesus went on from there and passed along the Sea of Galilee. And he went up on the 
mountain, and sat down there. And great crowds came to him, bringing with them the lame, the 
maimed, the blind, the dumb, and many others, and they put them at his feet, and he healed them, 
so that the throng wondered, when they saw the dumb speaking, the maimed whole, the lame 
walking, and the blind seeing; and they glorified the God of Israel. Matthew 15:29-31.  

 God was glorified when the people saw the gracious preaching of Jesus put into effect. He showed that 
He had come to bind up the brokenhearted, to preach good news to the poor, to recover the sight of the blind, 
and to heal all who were oppressed. His true followers must likewise follow in His steps and actively show love 
towards all that they meet. On the Day of Judgment Jesus said that He would say certain things to those who 
were truly his disciples by which the genuineness of their devotion to Him would be recognized. He stated that 
He would know His own by this test:  

“I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and 
you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in 
prison and you came to me”. Matthew 25:35-36.  

 He did not say He would identify any of his followers by any of the following means: “I taught in your 
streets, you cast out demons in my name, you prophesied in my name, you adhered to the Christian faith, you 
were regular in church attendance”, etc. He said He would know His own by this one identifying characteristic 
alone - their acts of love and care towards the needy. This is why he said that the only way His disciples would be 
recognized was by their love for one another (John 13:35). Our brief study of these select passages from 
Matthew’s Gospel shows quite clearly that the preaching and teaching ministry of Jesus was at all times 
undergirded and marked by His love and service towards those He met who were suffering or in need. He truly 
practiced what He preached and showed that regular attention and care towards those who were enduring any kind 
of privation is an essential part of true Christian evangelism. His whole ministry was one supreme act of devotion 
towards all who came to Him who saw in Him the answer to their problems.  

Jesus Himself taught as He healed, healed as He taught. Though He decisively refused the 
temptation to be only and perpetually bread-maker, He did not commit Himself to saying that 
man shall not live by bread at all. (Cragg, The Call of the Minaret, p. 212).  

 Genuine friendship evangelism thus has two major foundations - the witness to the grace of God in Jesus 
Christ and the manifestation of that grace in acts of love and charity. Let us examine some practical ways in which 
such love can be made effective among Muslims.  

2.	  Practical	  Ways	  of	  Showing	  Love	  Towards	  Muslims.	  	  

Effective witness must identify itself with the needs of the people. (Van der Werff, Christian 
Mission to Muslims, p. 166).  

 We have been surveying the prospects of an effective form of evangelism among Muslims in the West 
and have suggested that friendship evangelism is the ideal method. The key element in this type of ministry is 
the scope we have to identify with Muslim needs and to meet these in whatever way we can. We need to be 
constantly on the lookout for ways and means of helping Muslims with their social and personal problems and 
should pray that God will create opportunities to discover Muslim needs and give us all the resources we shall 
require to meet them.  



If we regard the Muslim not as an enemy to be conquered, but as a friend to be won, the logical 
place to begin is at some point of need. Christianity is not primarily a way of talking, but a way 
of living. The most convincing demonstration of the Christian faith is a life motivated by visible 
love and service. (Elder, The Biblical Approach to the Muslim, p. 5).  

Christians must share Christ with Muslims, but what is shared must not simply be information; 
they must share what the sick woman who touched the hem of Christ’s garment experienced - 
compassion, love, healing, integration, a sense of meaning; the Christ, who is a living person. 
(Fry and King, Islam: A Survey of the Muslim Faith, p. 133).  

 This is surely the heart of true Christian witness to all men, but especially to Muslims. They need to 
experience the love of Christ, they need to see his grace at work in our lives, and they need to be encouraged by 
our example to turn to the source of our love for them. As another writer says, “As Christians we should be in 
the forefront of all activities aimed at meeting the personal and social needs of men and women” (Goldsmith, 
Islam and Christian Witness, p. 105).  

 Some years ago one of my close friends and I were visiting a Muslim home in our own town where two 
brothers were always willing to engage in discussion and debate with us. As these get togethers went on the 
atmosphere became increasingly tense and one evening we spent some hours warding off many arguments one 
of them was leveling at Christianity. Instead of being caused to reflect by the defenses we raised, he became 
increasingly aggressive until we left for home, persuaded that any further visits to this family would prove 
fruitless. I did not expect to see the young man or hear from him again. Only three weeks later, however, my 
receptionist told me that he wished to see me. He was in a very different frame of mind and was quite subdued 
and friendly.  

 He showed me an assessment the local Receiver of Revenue had sent him (the South African name for 
the tax-man), demanding payment of over R400,00 in taxes. He assured me he had been unemployed for some 
time and I offered to pay the Revenue office a visit to see if I could resolve the issue. One of the staff there told 
me that they had no proof he had been unemployed, so they summarily assessed him for taxes on the strength of 
his previous income. We soon managed to get the necessary proof and I took it back to the Revenue office and 
was told a new assessment would be sent to him.  

 On my next visit he joyfully told me he had first received a letter advising him to ignore the original 
assessment, and thereafter received a new assessment together with a refund check for over R350,00! I am sure 
you can imagine the change that came over his attitude towards us. From that day onward his home was wide 
open and we were welcomed every time we called. We found we had new opportunities and could present the 
Gospel more positively, and were met with a willing ear in place of the former aggressiveness.  

 I am convinced that if we will only take time to identify the needs of Muslims and uninhibitedly endeavor 
to help them, our witness will become far more effective. The scope and potential is profound. Nurses in hospitals 
can go just that little bit further than the normal call of duty to personally identify with the needs of their patients 
those, who work with Muslims can go out of their way to genuinely befriend them; those who have Muslim 
neighbors can make an effort to get to know them and assist them with their problems. These are but a short 
selection of the possibilities that are before us. When Christians make it their aim to not only share the good news 
of the Gospel with Muslims but also to serve them in love and compassion, the beauty of Jesus will become the 
more apparent before their eyes.  



Medical missions among Muslims in India helped create a new public spirit of compassion for 
the sick and afflicted as well as drawing many into the sphere where the Gospel could be heard. 
Serious minded medical workers considered their work as a living demonstration of the nature of 
the kingdom of God and the redemptive power of Christ. (Van der Werff, Christian Mission to 
Muslims, p. 80).  

 This is how all Christians should view their contacts with Muslims as opportunities to manifest the Spirit 
of Jesus Christ in active forms of love and service. Christians should also seek wherever possible to pray with 
Muslims for their needs; it is our experience that most Muslims will welcome such prayers and, when these are 
answered, the impact of the Gospel always increases.  

If you know a Muslim well enough, ask if you can pray with him, and offer a prayer to God 
about any special needs you or he may have. (Chapman, You Go and Do the Same, p. 13).  

 Let me conclude by repeating for the sake of emphasis my earlier appeal for a willingness to love for 
love’s sake alone, to help Muslims in their needs with no other motive but to reveal the love of Christ for the 
world. Let the Spirit of Christ make His own impact on the Muslims we care for, and where this impact is 
resisted or rejected, let us not hold back or be grudging in our ministry.  

 Hass Hirji Walji, in his book Escape from Islam, speaks of this very kind of single-hearted expression of 
love in his description of one of his first experiences on arriving in the United States of America as a refugee from 
Idi Amin’s government in Uganda some fifteen years ago. The Lutheran Church in New York had decided to do 
whatever it could to enable the Ugandan refugees to feel immediately at home in America and the young man was 
astounded, upon arrival, to find that a whole apartment had been arranged for him and that it had been fully 
furnished to help him settle down as comfortably as possible. He could not understand how such people who were 
hitherto unknown to him could show such kindness when they could expect no payment or outward expression of 
gratitude in return.  

 Hass had heard all sorts of negative things about Americans and was told they were only allowing 
refugees into the United States so that they could immediately send them as conscripts to Vietnam! He was 
amazed to find exactly the opposite - that instead of exploiting him they sought only to assist him to find his 
feet in his new home. There was no other motive in the hearts of those Christians. Their generosity sprang from 
nothing more than a heartfelt desire to help others just as Jesus, their Lord, had helped others, seeking nothing 
in return.  

 Hass was not converted through this demonstration of love, nor was it the intention of his benefactors 
that he should be. But his first impressions of Christian love in America, in stark contrast to the rough-handed 
treatment he had experienced from the new Muslim ruler of Uganda, were never lost on him and were one of 
many experiences that led him to eventually desire to become a true Christian himself.  

 God grant that we may be inspired to act charitably towards Muslims so that they may know that there is 
a degree of compassion and care in true Christians that can be found in no other people on earth, simply because 
they are born of the Spirit of Jesus who loves all men with an everlasting love and who considered no sacrifice 
too great to manifest that love to needy men everywhere.  

 



THE GIFTS AND POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 

1.	  The	  Ministry	  of	  Healing	  and	  Renewal.	  	  

 We have considered the opportunities that exist in the West for an effective ministry of friendship 
evangelism among Westernized Muslims. We have covered the need for the development of personal 
relationships with Muslims, the importance of a lifestyle witness, and the exercise of love and compassion towards 
Muslims in their problems and needs. In conclusion we shall briefly review the potential for the work of the Holy 
Spirit through his gifts in renewing Muslims and giving them a living experience of God’s power in their lives.  

 Far too often the supernatural work of the Holy Spirit has been overlooked as an essential and 
valuable complement to the preaching of the Gospel, though it is encouraging to see a greater emphasis these 
days being placed on the gifts of the Spirit in evangelism. Jesus conducted an all-round ministry during His 
life on earth and we have already seen how He not only went about “teaching in their synagogues and 
preaching the gospel of the kingdom” but also “healing every disease and every infirmity among the people” 
(Matthew 4:23). This healing work was invariably supernatural and caused the masses constantly to glorify 
God and declare that He was present in the ministry of Jesus (Luke 7:16, John 3:2).  

 In the same way we read often of great wonders and signs being done among the people by the hands 
of the apostles in the earliest days of the Church (for example, Acts 2:43, 5:12, 6:8). Indeed we read 
elsewhere that the salvation of God was not only declared and attested by Jesus and his disciples, but that 
“God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed 
according to His own will” (Hebrews 2:4). We must therefore regard the special work of the Holy Spirit in 
the gifts of healing, miracles, and the like, as one of the vital accompanying proofs of the truth of the Gospel. 
Our ministry can only be enhanced and become more effective when we seek the manifestation of the power 
of God through the gifts of the Holy Spirit in our contacts with Muslims. This theme is so common in the 
New Testament that we cannot help quoting yet another text where the ministry of the Gospel is shown to be 
by the preaching of the Word together with healings and other experiences of a similar nature. The work of the 
apostles Paul and Barnabas at Iconium is described in the Scriptures in these words:  

So they remained for a long time, speaking boldly for the Lord, who bore witness to the word of 
His grace, granting signs and wonders to be done by their hands. Acts 14:3  

 We must not only proclaim the Gospel, we must also have faith that God will honor his Word and give 
supernatural evidences of its truth and character. The Apostle Paul was well aware of the need of such a 
comprehensive ministry and he was able to describe the whole of his course in these words:  

In Christ Jesus, then, I have reason to be proud of my work for God. For I will not venture to 
speak of anything except what Christ has wrought through me to win obedience from the 
Gentiles, by word and deed, by the power of signs and wonders, by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
so that from Jerusalem and as far round as Illyricum I have fully preached the gospel of Christ. 
Romans 15:17-19.  

 

 



Jesus Christ worked through Paul, not only by word and deed, but also by the power of signs and wonders, by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. In so doing he “fully preached” the Gospel of Christ. It is surely obvious, therefore, that no 
ministry among Muslims is likely to be effective as long as it consists of preaching alone. We must look to God to 
manifest His grace by healing the sick, cleansing those possessed of evil spirits, and annulling diseases and infirmities.  

 There are many occasions in the Scriptures where people were converted precisely because they saw the 
power of God accompanying the preaching of the Gospel. Sergius Paulus, the Roman proconsul at Paphos on 
the island of Cyprus, was converted when Paul caused the hand of the Lord to come upon one of his magicians 
in temporary blindness. Paulus “believed, when he saw what had occurred, for he was astonished at the teaching 
of the Lord” (Acts 13:12).  

 Perhaps the most dramatic example of a man being persuaded through a work of healing was the blind 
man whom Jesus cured at Jerusalem. When he was healed the man simply testified: “He put clay on my eyes, 
and I washed, and I see” (John 9:15). This man, as a result of his infirmity, had not been educated in the great 
doctrines and laws of Judaism. His defect was taken as a sign that he was born in “utter sin” (John 9:34) and, 
when he was healed, he could not engage the Pharisees in theological debate. When confronted with the charge 
that Jesus had broken the laws of the Sabbath by healing him on the Sabbath day, he could not argue in reply on 
the merits of Jesus’ act according to their law, nor could he theologically refute the charge. He could only reply:  

“Whether He is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I know, I that though I was blind, now I see”. 
John 9:25  

 What a telling answer this was, so beautiful in its simplicity. He could not answer their charge that Jesus 
was a sinner according to the law, such knowledge was beyond him. He had never been able to refine his own 
doctrine or faith according to the orthodox truths of his religion. There was only one thing he knew - he had 
been blind, and now he could see! This was quite sufficient to convince him of the worthiness of Jesus’ ministry 
and he lacked no courage in speaking boldly in defense of him as a man obviously sent from God (John 9:30-
33). Nicodemus was yet another of those who became convinced that God was with Jesus when he saw the 
signs that he did (John 3:2).  

 In the same way we must expect that many Muslims will become converted through experiencing the 
healing power of God in their lives, even though they may not fully comprehend the basic doctrines of the faith. It 
is always wise to guard against attempting to catechize or indoctrinate people into the Kingdom of God by 
believing that a testimony to the basic truths of the Gospel is sufficient evidence of a true conversion. The rebirth 
through the regeneration of the Holy Spirit is a real, vibrant experience and we must not be surprised to often find 
people being drawn to Christ through experiencing His active grace and love in their lives, even if they do not 
immediately assent to or understand the basic tenets of the Gospel. Salvation comes by faith, not by knowledge, 
and it is very possible that true love for Jesus and real faith can come antecedent to an assent to the finer truths of 
the Christian Gospel, whereas it is equally possible for people to be grounded in the knowledge of these truths 
without ever truly experiencing a living work of the Holy Spirit in their lives.  

 Because the process of conversion is highly experimental, I do not hesitate to allow a wide latitude for 
the power of signs and wonders to bring about a true and complete persuasion in the hearts of those who 
experience them, alongside the preaching of the Gospel. As Jesus once said, “No one who does a mighty 
work in my name will soon after be able to speak evil of me” (Mark 9:39), and it is equally true to say that no 
one who similarly experiences a mighty work in His name will soon thereafter be anything less than 
favorably impressed. The power of the Spirit in signs and wonders that accompany the preaching of the 



Gospel is a great asset that God has granted to his Church; let us not fail to use it. There is no mission field 
where this is more applicable than the field of Muslim evangelism.  

If the Christian is to be involved in witness among Muslims he will be wise to pray and think 
deeply about the New Testament teaching on the victory of Jesus Christ over all spirit powers. 
(Goldsmith, Islam and Christian Witness, p. 54).  

 Many Muslims are “oppressed by the devil” (Acts 10:38) and suffer from physical defects and demon 
possession. Many are the missionaries who have witnessed the grace of God in action in delivering them from 
such handicaps. Let us then press on to see just how vital the supernatural works of the Holy Spirit are in the field 
of Christian witness to Muslims.  

2.	  The	  Power	  of	  the	  Holy	  Spirit	  in	  Muslim	  Evangelism.	  	  

 Some years ago a young Muslim woman in South Africa suffered a series of miscarriages. Despairing of 
ever having a child of her own, she turned to God and prayed that he would be gracious to her and give her a 
child. One night, as she slept, she had a strange dream. Someone dressed in glistening white came to her, 
holding a baby in his arms. He laid it in her lap and went away. Soon afterwards she conceived again and this 
time all went well and a healthy son was born. She turned to thank God for his grace and kindness, and this 
same vision came to her again, a man dressed in glistening white.  

 “I wanted to believe that it was the Prophet Muhammad”, she later testified, “but somehow I knew it 
was Jesus Christ. I cannot say how I knew it was him, but there was no doubt. It was Jesus”. It was some time 
before she became a Christian but the experience left a decided impression on her and contributed towards her 
eventual conversion. Today she is a bright and lively witness to the Lord and Savior she loves very dearly.  

 Not only must we expect to see God work in supernatural ways through visions, healings and the like, 
but it seems that He purposefully grants such persuasive proofs especially to Muslims who might otherwise 
not perceive the word of truth. Paul was a rigid persecutor of the Church and it is hardly surprising that it took 
a momentous revelation of Jesus Christ to convert him. Christians should be especially sensitive towards 
Muslims who relate strange dreams they have had, particularly where the person of Jesus himself appears.  

An amazing number of Muslims have come to Christ as they experienced dreams of a 
supernatural dimension. William Miller writes of one Muslim who in a dream saw a huge palace 
with a cross on its roof. A voice told him the palace belonged to Jesus Christ and only He could 
open the gates. Sometime later, the Muslim was reading Pilgrim’s Progress and was startled to 
see on one of the pages a picture that was identical to his dream. This experience led to his 
conversion. (Parshall, New Paths in Muslim Evangelism, p. 152).  

 Many missionaries among Muslims have commented on the effect of deep religious experiences upon 
Muslims, whether from the Christian who relates experiences of his own, or in cases where the Muslim 
himself is involved. One such missionary said that it was often his experience that “truth about God is 
accepted by Muslims more readily through the relating of personal experiences than through the use of 
theological formulae” (Register, Dialogue and Interfaith Witness with Muslims, p. 77). Yet another makes the 
very same point: “Many Muslims have come to faith in Christ largely through experiencing [H]is power in 
some dramatic way in their lives” (Chapman, You Go and Do the Same, p. 73). Bilquis Sheikh, author of the 



well-known best-seller I Dared to Call Him Father, was likewise brought to Christ through a series of 
supernatural experiences.  

 Many are the Muslims who have become followers of Jesus through a direct intervention of the power 
of the Spirit in their lives. The Holy Spirit is an ever-present witness with us to the glory of Christ and it is His 
express purpose to pursue this witness (John 16:14). We must expect and indeed pray that He will reveal Jesus 
Christ to Muslims in a dramatic way if they will not heed the preaching of the Gospel. We must also pray 
constantly that He will pour forth the grace of God in works of healing and mercy. The following passage 
expresses the general consensus of a number of participants at the 1978 North American Conference for Muslim 
Evangelization on this subject:  

We need to consider whether a more charismatic approach and ministry may not be needed, an 
approach which depends in a greater measure on the Spirit’s work in the individual, prayer for 
healing for deliverance from demon possession and other specific needs. (McCurry, ed., The 
Gospel and Islam, p. 223).  

After all that has been said in this chapter it may appear to some that we are not giving sufficient attention to 
or placing proper emphasis upon the actual preaching of the Gospel. Please do not be surprised if I say that I 
remain convinced that the actual preaching of the Word of God does indeed remain the paramount feature of 
Muslim evangelism. What we are advocating is friendship evangelism, and I have no doubt that there is no 
substitute for the actual work of witnessing to God’s grace in Jesus Christ. It is my view, however, that the one 
cannot do without the other. We need to teach and preach as Jesus did, but also to do good and to heal 
infirmities. The beauty of friendship evangelism is that it absorbs all these needs and opens the door for a fully 
comprehensive and all-round ministry to Muslims.  
 I have, in this chapter, set forth what I believe are ancillary works to the preaching of the Gospel and, 
indeed, vital ones. Without them our preaching will lose its impact. Yet, there is no substitute for the ministry 
of preaching and teaching. Jesus sent forth his disciples to “preach the Gospel to the whole creation” (Mark 
16:15) and to “make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:19). From here on, therefore, I shall concentrate on 
what will always be the supreme work of the missionary or Christian witness to Muslims: the preaching of 
“the glorious gospel of the blessed God” (1 Timothy 1:11) with which we have been entrusted.  

	  


